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“Lord, I know that you defend the cause of the

Psalm 140:12

A Message from Purity Ruchugo

Dear Friend,

In the last 14 years, we have seen God's hand in the ministry
as we strive to enrich and empower the lives of the children in
our care. Three years ago, we completed the construction of
the Sister2Sister Children's Home and School, where we now
accommodate 18 girls and seven babies and toddlers. Some of
these girls are teen mothers who have endured much trauma.
They live in the home with their babies, and we have
made it possible for them to continue their education.
We have some who are not moms but need a safe place
to grow and thrive in a Christian environment where
they learn the Gospel and live without fear of being
forcefully married off by their families due to poverty.

The girls in grades 1st — 8th attend a local school where we pay tuition as well as
provide all of their school supplies and uniforms. Education is not free in Kenya.
The girls that are in high school all attend and live at a secondary school. Every
3 months they have a break and return to the children’s home to reunite with their
babies who we care for while they are away at school. We pay tuition for these girls as well
and cover the cost of their uniforms, textbooks and any supplies they need for their studies.

In addition to caring for the babies, we teach the girls skills like
sewing, baking, cooking, gardening, housekeeping, knitting

and other life skills. These skills help prepare them for when they
outgrow the children’'s home, so they can be self sufficient and
find success in life.

The children’'s home makes every effort to be resourceful. We get
our water from a bonehole (water well) that is operated by solar
energy panels. We grow some of our food in our garden and we
raise chickens for food and income.

The story of Esther is one example of a young girl who was forced into early
marriage, but we managed to rescue her and her baby. She and the baby now live
at the Sister2Sister Children's Home while she attends school, and her baby is

cared for by the caretakers at the Children’s Home.
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The story of Neema Neema is a young girl who was going to be given away to
an old man in exchange for a camel. Her mother needed a camel to provide milk so
her 12 year old was her only option. After rescuing Neema, she is now thriving and is
performing very well in school.

We continue the feeding program that we started in January
2012 at the PCEA Muthini Primary School upon realizing that \
many children were sleeping under trees during lunch because 4
they did not have food. The feeding program serves daily lunch
to 200 children so they can thrive in and out of the classroom.
Nutrition is a key component to a child'’s ability to focus and
learn. Salem Presbytery continues to financially support the
feeding program annually.

Our goal is to help as many girls as possible to realize their
dreams by providing a safe place for them while they grow
and learn. We strive to provide loving care centered on God and a sense
of belonging at the Sister2Sister International Children's Home and School. We need your
help to continue serving the least of these, God's children. We ask you to consider praying
for this ministry and to consider giving financial support. If you have any questions or
would like to learn more about the Sister2Sister Ministry, please contact me.
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